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provinces before the end of 1935 and in the centre a
year or two later. He however would not support the
idea of a general election now although he agreed that,
constitutionally speaking, the present legislative Coun-
cils had, by virtue of the extension of their legal term
of life ceased to be representative of -the public opinion
in the country. The only reason why he did not think
a general election possible now was that the country
was passing through an economic depression. He
feared that the constitutional gain to be derived from a
general election at the present moment would not be
commensurate with the economic loss in terms of
money. Mr. Hales admitted however that the agita-
tion for an immediate solution of the legislatures stood
on the firm ground.

Questioned regarding the proposed Federal Govern-
ment Mr. Hales agreed that the proposed type would
mean that the princes of India would simply domineer,
but he was convinced that the Federal Government of
the proposed kind was never going to materialise " not
at least in the near future."

w< For," Mr. Hales declared, " It should not be
forgotten that when these gentlemen of the Princely
Order who were pretty Czars in their own States agreed
originally to enter the Federation they did so in the
belief that the power from the British Crown was going
to pass into their own hands. Now with the White
Paper proposals however nothing was more unlikely
than that the Princes would back out. I should